
CPG0165 Breastfeeding the vulnerable newborn
Appendix 4 – Domcare problem solving flow chart

First home visit
 8-10 effective breastfeeds per day? (exclusively 

breastfeeding or with supplementation) OR
 6-8 formula feeds per day?
 At least 20gm weight gain per day?
 5 heavy wet nappies per day?
 At least 1 soft yellow stool per day? (BF baby)

No to ANY Yes to ALL

Baby appears well and hydrated
AND

Mothers milk supply appears 
adequate?

YES

 Check breastfeeding positioning and 
attachment

 Increase frequency of breastfeeds and 
expressing

 Increase volume and/or frequency of 
supplementation (as per guideline)

 Check formula feeding skills and formula 
preparation (only if using formula)

 Visit and assess again next day

NO

 Contact Neonatal Registrar 
 Send mother and baby to 

Emergency Dept urgently
 Consider ambulance if baby 

appears unwell, is cyanosed or 
poorly perfused or is having 
breathing difficulties

Second home visit
 8-10 effective breastfeeds per day? 

(exclusively breastfeeding or with 
supplementation) OR

 6-8  formula feeds per day?
 At least 20gm weight gain per day?
 5 heavy wet nappies per day?
 At least 1 soft yellow stool per day?   

(BF baby)

Yes to ALLNo to ANY

Baby appears well and hydrated
AND

Mothers milk supply appears 
adequate?

NO YES

 Check breastfeeding positioning and attachment
 Increase frequency of breastfeeds and expressing
 Increase volume and/or frequency of supplementation 

(as per guideline)
 Check formula feeding skills and formula preparation 

(only if using formula)  
 Discuss with Lactation Consultant and/or make urgent 

appointment with BF clinic

Arrange for assessment  2-3 
times per week via Post Acute 
Care, Breastfeeding Clinic or 

MCHN until above              
birth weight 
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